195. BLACK AND WHITE MEN

Under the above heading, Mr. H. W. Massingham contributes a
powerful article to The Daily News of the 5th inst.,1 dealing with the
attitude adopted by the white community in South Africa towards the
Coloured races. Mr. Massingham, with that humanitarianism that we
are accustomed to attach to his naine, has traversed every popular fallacy
on the Colour question, and has done the Coloured community of South
Africa an extremely great service. We have no fault whatever to find
with his method of dealing with the subject, but we would point out
the inaccuracies that appear in the portion of his article wherein he refers
to the question of British Indians in the Transvaal Mr. Massingham
is apparently of the opinion that Law 3 of 1885 does not forbid them to
hold land. In this contention, of course, he is quite wrong. Mr, Massing-
ham commits the further error of supposing that Indians are "still allowed
a share of the town foot-paths". This is technically incorrect, for, by
reason of a well-known judicial decision, no Indian has the right to use
any municipal foot-path, and may, at the will of the first policeman,
be curtly ordered into the middle of the road. These errors, however,
do not diminish the value of Mr. Massingham's timely protest against
the supercilious sneer that has become so unfortunate a convention in
white South Africa, when dealing with the Coloured races that inhabit
the country.
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196. SIR DAVID HUNTER
It is with pleasure that we note Sir David Hunter intends to con-
tinue to make Natal his home, and that he has expressed his willingness
to put his own wishes aside and entertain the idea of entering Parlia-
ment when he returns from his tour, should his fellow-citizens ask him
to do so. That they will request him to represent them is certain, for,
on all hands, Sir David's special fitness for parliamentary service is ack-
nowledged. Although the Indian residents of Natal will have no vote
in his election, their voice will none the less be raised to support him.
Indians owe much to Sir David, for, in his position as General Manager
of the Natal Government Railways, they have always found him not
merely courteous but always considerate also* It is chiefly [due] to his
sense of justice that Indians have the ordinary conveniences on the rail-
ways, instead of being compelled to travel only in a third-class com-
partment, as was desired by many people in the Colony; and, if their
I The use of the word "instant" makes it evident that this article was written in January,
at least three days in advance of the date of publication.